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would command my attention and support, even if I did not hold the 
official position of Visitor to the Academy. 

Though I have not yet had the opportunity of becoming personally 
acquainted with your Museum and Library, I am well aware of the im- 
portant and interesting character of those collections ; and the care and 
assiduity with which you have gathered and preserved the relics of by- 
gone ages are at once a subject of congratulation, and a bright example 
to all who study the history of the ancient races of mankind. 

I shall rejoice if my connexion with the Academy should enable me 
to afford that encouragement to its labours which you derived from my 
accomplished predecessor ; but I am conscious that my own literary ac- 
quirements are far too modest to entitle them to the commendation of so 
learned and distinguished a Society. 

G. Henky Kinahan, F. E. G. S. I., Senior Geologist of the Geo- 
logical Survey of Ireland, read the following Paper : — 

Notes on Cbannoges in Ballin Lottgh. 
Ballin Lough is situated in the parish of Ballinakill, barony of 
Leitrim, county of Gal way, Sheet 125, and on the junction of Sheets 
116 and 125 of the Ordnance Inch Map of Ireland. It lies a little more 
than half a mile south-east of Marble Hill, the seat of Sir T. J. Burke, 
Bart. 

BALLIN LOOGH (OOPIKD FROM THE ORDNANCE SIX-INCH MAP). 
Fig. 1. 




In this lough are four islands ; and, as they have no local names, we 
shall call them in these Notes as follows: — No. 1, or North Inland ; 
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No. 2, or West Island; No. 3, or Middle Island; and No. 4, or East 
Island. (See Figs. Nos. 1 and 2.) 

Through the kindness of J. Hemsworth, Esq., of Danesfort, who 
placed his boat and man at my disposal, I was enabled to examine 
them during March, 1864, and found that Nos. 2 and 3 are Crannoges, 
or artificial islands, while No. 4 may be one. 

No. 1 , or North Island. — This, by the Ordnance Survey Map, is 
about 280 feet from the north shore ; but during the dry season it can be 
approached by a peaty, reedy bank which runs from it towards the 
N.-E. It is of a rude oval shape, the diameters being twenty-five and 
sixteen yards long. When visited, it was about a foot above the surface 
of the water, and we excavated for over four feet in depth through peat 
without finding any traces of ancient occupiers ; and as there are no 
stones round the outside of it, we came to the conclusion that it was 
not artificial. 

No. 2, or West Island. — This lies about 80 feet from the shore, to 
which it is joined during the dry season. It is of a rude oval shape, 
the diameters being about 33 and 15 yards; the outside is regularly 
covered with flat stones. Most of it was covered with water when it 
was visited ; we therefore excavated in the centre, where we found — 

Section No. 1 . 

Ft. In. 

Bog and clay, with a few bones, 2 

Wood ashes, fall of pieces of charted bones, . over, 1 6 

3 6 
No. 3, or Middle Island. — This lies about 500 feet from the nearest 
shore, and 250 feet from the West Island. It is nearly round, and 
about 32 yards in diameter. Outside it, for a width of about four yards, 
there are regularly placed flat stones ; and we were informed by the 
fishermen of the lake that during the summer, when the water is low, 
piles can be seen all round it ; but, as the water was high at the time of 
our visit, they could not be seen. 

On account of the height of the water and the porous nature of the 
materials forming the island, we could not make a careful examination ; 
but near the west shore, where the island was a foot abqve the surface 
of the water, we made a small excavation, and found — 

Section No. 2. 

Ft In. 

6. Peat and clay, about 9 

5. Peat and stones, with a few bones, „ 9 

4. Wood ashes and peat, with thousands of unbroken cherry- 
stones, a few broken hazel nuts, a few broken bones, 
teeth, and a ball of red colouring matter, ... ,,26 
3. Basket floor, about one and a half inches thick, . . „ 

2. Sawn oak beams, 8 by 6 inches, ,, 6 

1. Peat over 6 

o 
K. I. A. PK0C. VOL. IX. 2 A 
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The oak beams (No. 2, section 2) were evidently sawn, ; not cut with a 
chopping instrument. Through them, at about nine inches apart, there 
were pairs of dowels that were used to fasten the basket flooring to 
them ; these beams seem to run nearly N. and S. 

In the basket flooring, at about every nine inches, were poles, 2 - 5 
inches thick, through which the previously mentioned dowels went, and 
fastened the flooring to the beams. These poles seemed to be ash sap- 
lings, while the rest of the flooring was made of hazel rods. Below the 
beams there was peat, but it could not be examined on account of the 
quantity of water that rushed into the working. This Crannoge seems 
to have been divided into huts or apartments, as part of a row of ash 
piles, three inches in diameter, was observed. 

No stone or other implements were found, nor was it likely that there 
should,- as only a small opening was made, and only a few feet of the 
basket flooring uncovered. To find them, the Crannoge ought to be 
carefully explored during the summer, when the water would allow the 
bed lying on the flooring to be cleared out. 

SKETCH OF BALLIN LOUGH, LOOKING N. E. 
Fig. 2. 



The island in the middle distance is No. 1, or North Island ; that on the left hand, over 
which there are birds, is No. 2, or West Island ; the island on the shore of which a boat is 
seen, is No. 3, or Middle Island ; and a small portion of No. 4, or East Island, is seen at the 
right-hand margin of the sketch. 

No. 4, or East Island. — This lies about 300 feet from the south 
shore, and is of an irregular pearshape, being about sixty-seven yards in 
length from north to south, and fifty yards in its widest part from east to 
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west. Round outside this island for about four yards in width there are 
regularly placed small flat stones; andattheS.-E. shore of the island (under 
the water at the time we visited it), there is an east and west beam seven 
inches wide. These things would seem to point to its being artificial ; 
but we made various excavations in different parts of the island, and 
found no traces of ancient inhabitants ; an excavation in the centre of it 
gave us four feet of peat, under which was shell marl. From this I am 
inclined to think that this island may have been partly natural, and 
partly artificial. 

Ballin Lough occupies a hollow among low hills, the only exit from 
it being on the S.-E., at the village of Ballinlough, where there is 
an artificial cut about four feet deep through a bank of coarse stony 
drift {boulder clay), about sixty yards wide. If this cut was filled up, the 
waters of the lake would rise at least fourfeet higher than at present; and 
that the water was at this level hot long since, would seem to have been 
the case, as all round the lake to over that height there is a deposit of 
shell marl and peat. As the level of the water when the island was ex- 
amined was three feet above the basket floor in the Crannoge, it must 
have been at least seven feet above the floor before the cut was made 
through the bank of drift. From this we see that when the Crannoges 
were built, the water of the lake must have been at least four feet lower 
than in March, 1864, and at least eight feet lower than the height of the 
water before the artificial cut was made ; how the waters could have 
been at that level we have now to consider. 

On the Ordnance Maps we find that the height of the lake is 356 
feet above their datum level, and that a quarter of a mile to the S.-E., 
in the townland of Tulla, the surface of the stream is 340 feet. From 
thi3 we see that if a cut was made from this point, it would lower 
the lake sixteen feet ; or thirteen feet lower than the basket floor- 
ing of the Crannoge; and if we examine the stream, we will find that 
the rise from this point to the village of Ballinlough is only a few feet, 
while from the village to the lough it is very rapid, being over eight 
feet. From this we see that if there had once been a natural cut or 
ravine through this bank of drift from the village to the lake, the wa- 
ters of the latter would have been five feet below the basket flooring of 
the Crannoge. On examining the bank of drift on the west of the 
village, what may be the trace of an ancient ravine will be ob- 
served, which appears to have been artificially filled up with stuff taken 
from an oblong excavation, marked a on Fig. No. 1, about three or four 
yards wide, and about six or eight yards long, and that the ravine since it 
was filled up has been used as a road, which has helped to obliterate the 
old embouchement of the lake. To account for this artificial filling, Iwould 
suggest that the inhabitants of the Crannoge were flooded out by an 
enemy who stopped the egress of the lake, and thus raised the waters 
until the islands with the huts arid inhabitants were swamped. The 
islands after this were submerged until the present cut was opened, 
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when they again appeared. In latter years they have been occupied 
by various individuals, generally for illicit distillation. 

In the lake the horns and skulls of the Eed Deer have been discovered 
at various times, and the head and horns of the Irish Elk are also said to 
have been found ; but for the latter there is no good evidence. 

I should be inclined to consider that these Crannoges are not as old 
as those which I previously described as occurring in Lough Rea ; for 
in the Lough Rea Crannoges the piles and beams all appear to have 
been split, while in the Ballin Lough Crannoge the beams were un- 
doubtedly cut with a saw. That there was an ancient settlement here- 
about, and that it was a place of note, seems to be proved by all the 
ancient remains scattered about, which will be seen on looking at the 
Ordnance Map ( Galway Sheet, 125), as within a mile of the lake are 
thirteen Raths and Raheens, eight Cromlechs, and one Holy Well (Tober- 
macduagh). All the Cromlechs and the Holy "Well he to the N.- W. in 
Marble Hill Demesne, the ancient name of which was Gortenacuppoge, 
*'. «., " The Field of the Leaves;" and most of the Raths and Raheens 
lie to the N. and N.-E., only three (which are Raheens) on the south. 

At a more recent period it would appear that this neighbourhood was 
still a place of note, as about three miles to the north-east there are the 
ruins of an extensive abbey and castle, and a mile on the north are the 
ruins of a church and castle. The abbey may have been founded by 
St. Colman M'Duagh, as the Holy "Well previously mentioned is dedi- 
cated to him. 

I may here mention that Sir "W. Wilde, in his list of recorded Cran- 
noges in the Catalogue of the Royai Irish Academy, says : — " Even so 
late as 1610 we read of Crannagh Mac Ehavin, in the parish of Tynagh, 
barony of Leitrim, and county of Galway." I could find no trace of this 
Crannoge ; but I imagine its site must lie somewhere in the large allu- 
vial flat and bog which occupies the country south and south-west of 
Crannagh, the seat of R. Nugent, Esq., which is in the parish of Tynagh, 
and barony of Leitrim, and lies about half-way between Portumna and 
Marble Hill. It is remarkable that, although it was inhabited up to so 
late a period, and that the descendants of the sept of the Mac Knavins 
still live thereabouts, I could find no tradition about it in the neighbour- 
hood, and the only trace the name of Mr. Nugent' s place. These flats 
and bogs, somewhere in which I suppose the site of this Crannoge to 
be, lie between four and five miles E.-N.-E. of Ballinlough, where are 
situated the Crannoges which the Notes just read refer to. 

The following paper was also read : — 

Notes on a Cbannoge in Lough Nahinch. By H. B. Tbench, Esq., 
and G. H. Kinahan, F. R. G. S. I. 

Lough Nahinch, i. e. The Lake of the Island, lies on the junction of Tip- 
perary and the King's County, the Crannoge being situated in the former, 
oarony of Lower Ormond, parish of Ballingarry, Sheet 1 1 of the Town- 



